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There lived in the city of Iram a man called Hud علیھ السلام. He 

was a prophet. He loved Allah and prayed to Him.

The people of 'Ad lived many years in the windswept hills 

of an area between Yemen and Oman. They were 

physically well built and renowned for their 

craftsmanship especially in the construction of tall 

buildings with lofty towers.
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Ibn Jarir reported that he was Hud Ibn Shalikh, Ibn 

Arfakhshand, Ibn Sam, Ibn Noah علیھ السلام. He also reported 

that Prophet Hud علیھ السلام was from a tribe called Ad Ibn Us 

Ibn Sam Ibn Noah, who were Arabs living in Al Ahqaf in 

Yemen between Oman and Hadramaut, on a land called 

Ashar stretching out into the sea. The name of their valley 

was Mughiith.

Some traditions claimed that Hud علیھ السلام was the first 

person who spoke Arabic while others claimed that Noah علیھ 

.was the first. It was also said that Adam was the first السلام
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They were outstanding among all the nations in 

power and wealth, which, unfortunately, made 

them arrogant and boastful. 
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Their political power was held in the hand of unjust 

rulers, against whom no one dared to raise a voice. 

They were not ignorant of the existence of Allah, nor 

did they refuse to worship Him. What they did 

refuse was to worship Allah alone. They worshipped 

other gods, also, including idols. This is one sin Allah 

does not forgive.
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The Prophet Hud knew that Allah did not like 

arrogant people. He knew that Allah would 

punish them if they did not change. He knew 

that Allah would punish them if they did not 

become good
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But the people did not want to change. They thought 

there was nothing wrong with them. Allah sent a 

terrible drought to punish them. 

The wells went dry. There was no water in the canals. 

The green fields turned yellow. The leaves dried and 

fell from the trees. The flowers in the gardens 

drooped their heads. The animals cried with thirst. 
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The Prophet Hud علیھ السلام again warned the people. 

He said: “Allah already punished you with drought! 

Don’t be wicked! Allah will punish you more if you 

don’t listen!”
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Almighty Allah repeated their words in the Quran :

 

ᐔََᐃ ُْࢆ༰ဍَ ََ݅وࢁ ᐔَِᐃََْ࣪޹ِ޶َ݅ ݛࢆَ ߢಣِಟَءا ፛ِٓዬَِ݅رଢ଼ِ ฉ ُْࢆ༰ဍَ َََ݅ެِّ޶࠰ٍَۢ وࢁჶِჍ ََ݅޶ჼْީِ࠳ُ࣪دُ ࢁَ݅ ࠏᒎَߢَ݅ࡳُ࣪ا۟ ރ 

َ ڐ ّ۪ ፛ِّٓ጑ أᏹْ႞۬ߎُِ ٱڎڏ ءٍۢ ۗ ߢَ݅لَ إۮ ٓ࣪ ُ హِఢ ََ݅޹ِ޶ಣِಟَޗَ࠹َٰ ފݢَࢥُْ ءا౸َ౜ْၶٱ ଢ ّ۪ଝ ُ߯࣪لُ إۮ ّ۪ ن ލ  ೠِೋُࣝࢁِْ޶໨໌َِ ٥٣ إۮ

ࡋِྺُ࣪نَ ٥٤ ْ ྦྷُྒྷ ݅ ّ۪ ዧِّዦ ٌۭىِٓءसَख ፛ِّ጑ ᒪߎَوُٓا۟ أᏹْ႞َوٱ  

"O my Hud! No evidence have you brought us, and we shall not 

leave our gods for your mere saying! And we are not believers in 

you. All that we say is that some of our gods (false deities) have 

seized you with evil (madness)."

Hud 11:53-54
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But the people did not listen to him. In the 

end, Allah sent a terrible wind to punish them 

more. The terrible wind came riding on a 

furious, dark cloud. People saw the cloud 

coming nearer and nearer. They thought it 

was a rain cloud! Their pride made them 

blind! They did not see that it was a terrible 

wind riding on a loud.
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They did not understand that they were in the 

wrong. They did not own up that they were 

wicked! They did not understand that Allah did 

not like their wickedness! 

The terrible wind blew for seven nights and eight 

days. The trees fell down with their roots sticking 

up. The houses were smashed. The gardens were 

ruined/ The men were dead. There was nothing 

left of the city!
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Almighty Allah recounts: 

 

ዧْࣚࢠᄮَُِ݅ ۚ ފَْ࡭ ࠱َُ࣪ ࢁَ݅ ّ۬ ዦ ٌَِۭ݅رضၶ َߍاᒎَࡾِْ ߢَ݅ࡳُ࣪ا۟ ࠱᏷ِᏨَᗝِوْد ᒪ޳َِ࡭ أ ْ߯ َ ޹ ْ࣊ ݅ ࢁّ۬ وْهُ ၶَ݅رࢪًِۭ ᒪَرأ ݅ ّ۪ ൦َൡَߣ 

ଢَଝ ُ۟ࠜ࣪ا َ ࢬْ޳ ᒪᗍَߣ َ݅᏷ِᎹَّ ஁୳ِْ ر ᒪ݈ ِ ᄫ ٍۭء࿅َْ႞ ۪ᇫُّᆥ ُ஁ِّ୳َਞُਉ ٢٤ ٌۭ হঝِࡳ ᒪߍَاَبٌ أၶ َ݅᏷Ꮫِߣ ٌۭ ၚ࿚ِފِࠬۦِ ۖ ر হُপَْٱࢿْ޹ݢَْႍࡹ 

٢٥ َ໨໌ِِࢠࢁ ْࠠ ُ ᅢْଖْ࢞ىِ ٱࡳَْ߯࣪مَْ ٱ༴ဍَ ᐔَِᐃَٰቢَሸ ۚ ُْࡾ᏷ُᏥِ࡝ᒎََ࣊ࢁ ଢ ّ۪ଝ  सُएىَٰٓ إۮ

"Then when they saw it as a dense cloud coming towards their 

valleys, they said: "This is a cloud bringing us rain!" Nay but it is 

that torment which you were asking to be hastened! a wind 

wherein is a painful torment! Destroying everything by the 

command of its Lord! 

Al Ahqaf 46:24-25
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Allah the Exalted described it thus :

 

݅مٍ ّ۪ ᄤ ᒪ޶ِެ࠰ََ أᒎَೠَ೔َࡾِْ ࢿَ޳ݔَْ ࡳَެَ݅لٍۢ و᏷Ꮫََْࡹၶ ََ݅ࢠ࠱ ّ۪ ༯ َೣ ୐ِ࠰ٍَۢ ٦  ฏَ݅ၶ ٍྺَႳْྺَႳ ۢ ٍၚ࿚ِसِख ۟࡝ُ࣪اᒵِْ࠱ࡹᗍََ۬݅دٌۭ ߣၶ ݅ ࢁّ۪ ᒪَوأ 

ރ࠰ٍَۢ ٧ ᅖഔَْ݅زُ ༯ဍٍَْ࡭ ၷَ݅وِ ᒪࡾُْ أ᏷ ۪Ꮌّ ᒪᇳَᆥ ٰ፛َፊْྺَႳ َ݅᏷Ꮫِىَ ٱࡳَْ߯࣪مَْ ߣ౸َ౜َࠋُُ࣊࣪ࢁًۭ݅ ߣ 

"And as for ʿAad, they were destroyed by a screaming, violent 

wind which Allah imposed on them for seven nights and eight 

days in succession, so that you could see men lying overthrown 

(destroyed) as if they were hollow trunks of palm trees!

Al Haqqah 69:6-7
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Allah saved only the Prophet Hud and the people 

who listened to him. Allah always saves those who 

believe in Him!

The lesson of the story is that one should remain 

humble,even if one becomes successful. One should 

give all the credit for one’s feats to the blessings of 

Allah. In not doing so, one’s success could be ruined 

in the same way as the great homes of the people of 

Ad were destroyed by the great storm sent by Allah
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Barakallahu feek!

بارك الله فيك
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