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Building the Kabah
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There was a dry, sandy valley in Arabia. 

Nothing grew there. Nobody lived there. There 

was no water either for man or animals. Allah 

told the Prophet Ibrahim علیھ السلام to leave 

Hajra and Ismail there. Little Ismail was very 

thirsty and cried bitterly. He kicked the ground 

with his foot. 
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Suddenly water started to flow in the sand! This 

was the spring of Zamzam. It gave water to the 

desert valley. More people came and made 

houses there. This is how Makkah was built.
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One day, Allah ordered the Prophet Ibrahim to build 

the Kabah — the House of God. The Prophets Ibrahim 

 and Ismail climbed the hills. They found big علیھ السلام

stones. They pushed the heavy stones down and put 

them in one place. When they had lots of stones, they 

started to build the House. They made the walls. 

After that, they made the roof. It was a simple but 

beautiful house.
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All the time, while building the House of God, they 

prayed: “Our Lord! Accept our work! Accept this House 

we are making for You.” They also prayed: “Make us 

good so that we always bow to Allah and pray to Him. 

Make our people good. Make our people love You and 

bow to you and pray to You. Be merciful to our people. 

Make them turn away from anything bad and wicked. Let 

a great prophet be born in our family. Hear our prayers. 

You are the Most Merciful.”
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The First call to Hajj
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Once the House of Allah was ready, Allah said to 

Ibrahim: “Clean the Kabah. Make it clean and pure. 

Then people can come and pray.” Allah also said: 

“This is my House. Do not keep anything else here. 

Then people may pray to Me in peace. They should 

walk around Kabah. They should pray standing. They 

should bow and prostrate themselves in prayer.”
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Allah ordered the Prophet Ibrahim “Call people to 

come to the Kabah. Call people to Hajj. Call them to 

pray together in the House of Allah.” People in all 

corners of Arabia heard the call to Hajj. They came to 

Makkah. Some came on foot. Some came riding swift 

camels. Some came alone and some came with family 

and friends. Some came from far, far away. They had 

to cross deep valleys and high mountains and hot 

deserts.
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They were so tired that they could not stand. But they all 

hurried to Makkah. They all wanted to pray in the Kabah. 

They all came on Hajj. 

Why were people called to Hajj? They were called to come 

to the Kabah. They were called to come to the House of 

Allah. They were called to pray to Allah, who made the 

world. They were called to bow to Allah, who was their 

Lord. The House of Allah is full of blessings. It is full of 

guidance. That is why Allah ordered that All men and 

women must go on Hajj at least once in their life.
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They must come and pray there. Allah also fixed the 

days for Hajj, and ordered people to perform Hajj at 

that time. And sacrifice a goat or other animal. This 

is to remember how the Prophet Ibrahim and Ismail 

obeyed Him. 
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Once a year believers go on Hajj. They travel from 

all over the world. They come in planes, in boats, 

in cars and buses. They all come to the Kabah in 

Makkah. They stand together and pray. Grown-ups 

and children, rich people and poor people, people 

from many countries: all of them pray together. 

They are all brothers and sisters in Islam. They are 

all servants of Allah and Allah loves them all.
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Barakallahu feek!

بارك الله فيك
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