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THOSE WHO ARE ASTRAY

Those who are Astray/Misguided (الضالون) are also 
of two levels:

1. Shirk (الشرك) or Kufr of Misguidance.
It is the most evident misguidance. The doers will 
not be permitted to enter Paradise when meeting 
Allah while carrying the sin of Shirk or this Kufr of 
Misguidance. As mentioned in the Qur’an,
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خَذُوا ھُمُ اتَّ لاَلَةُ ۗ إنَِّ  فَرِیقًا ھَدَىٰ وَفَرِیقًا حَقَّ عَلَیْھِمُ الضَّ
ھُمْ مُھْتَدُونَ ِ وَیَحْسَبُونَ أنََّ یَاطِینَ أوَْلیَِاءَ مِنْ دُونِ اللهَّ الشَّ

 
“A group [of you] He guided, and a group was 

evident on them misguidance. Indeed, they had 
taken the shaytan (devils) as allies instead of Allah 

while they thought that they were guided 
{Al-A’raf: 30}
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Taking shaytan as allies is a form of Shirk, but 
those people, they believed that it was the 

truth. Like for example, the people of Quraysh 
they worship Latta and ‘Uzza, they thought 

that what they were doing was in accordance 
to what had been brought by prophet Ibrahim 

and Ismail ‘alayhimassalam. 



نْیَا وَھُمْ یَحْسَبُونَ  الَّذِینَ ضَلَّ سَعْیُھُمْ فِي الْحَیَاةِ الدُّ
ھُمْ یُحْسِنُونَ صُنْعًا أنََّ

 
“[They are] those whose effort is lost in 

worldly life, while they think that they are 
doing well in work."

{Al-Kahf:104}
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The mushrikun (those who take partners other 
than Allah), they had no knowledge so they were 
controlled by shubhah. The ulama gave tafsir that 

those who were astray were the Nasrani 
(Christians). They were ignorant for following their 

monks in great obedience thinking that they 
would be rewarded from what they’ve done. 
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The mushrikun in the hereafter would come up with 
reasons that would never be accepted by Allah 

Subhanahu wata’ala. Those reasons are: 
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a. Negligence / Unawareness (الغفلة)
Allah said:

تَھُمْ وَأشَْھَدَھُمْ یَّ  وَإذِْ أخََذَ رَبُّكَ مِنْ بَنِي آدَمَ مِنْ ظُھُورِھِمْ ذُرِّ
كُمْ ۖ قَالوُا بَلَىٰ ۛ شَھِدْنَا ۛ أنَْ تَقوُلوُا  عَلَىٰ أنَْفسُِھِمْ ألََسْتُ بِرَبِّ

ذَا غَافِلیِنَ ا عَنْ ھَٰ ا كُنَّ یَوْمَ الْقِیَامَةِ إنَِّ
 

“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children 
of Adam - from their loins - their descendants and 
made them testify of themselves, [saying to them], 

"Am I not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have 
testified." [This] - lest you should say on the day of 
Resurrection, "Indeed, we were of this unaware.” 

{ Al-A'raf:172}
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b. Blind Following (التقلید)

ةً مِنْ بَعْدِھِمْ ۖ یَّ ا ذُرِّ مَا أشَْرَكَ آبَاؤُنَا مِنْ قَبْلُ وَكُنَّ  أوَْ تَقوُلوُا إنَِّ
أفََتُھْلكُِنَا بِمَا فَعَلَ الْمُبْطِلوُنَ

“Or [lest] you say, "It was only that our fathers 
associated [others in worship] with Allah before, and 
we were but descendants after them. Then would You 

destroy us for what the falsifiers have done?"
{QS. Al-A'raf:173}



2. Bid'ah / Innovation (البدعة)

It is a level below shirk. It is something that is 
newly invented in matters of religion. Rasulullah 
,said صلى الله عليه وسلم

 وشر الأمور محدثاتھا ، وكل محدثة بدعة ، وكل بدعة
ضلالة وكل ضلالة في النار

“and the worst of matters are those which were 
newly-invented, and every newly-invented matter 
is an innovation, every innovation is a going astray, 
and every going astray will be in the Fire” 
(Sunan An-Nasa'i 3/188)
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Bid’ah is of two types:

a. Bid'ah in form of Beliefs. Like the belief of the 
Khawarij, Murji’ah, Qadariyah, Jabariyah, 
Mu’tazilah, and many others.
 
b. Bid'ah in form of Actions. The actions that had 
no basis from the teaching of Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم nor 
from the companions, in matters of worship 
(ibaadah), while they claim themselves to be upon 
the truth. And this is due to the absence of ta’lim, 
learning the truth of this religion.
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Homework

Try to find an example from today of the 2 types 
of Bid'ah.
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Take away:

Ibn Abdil Bar in his book al Jaami' mentioned that 
Imam az Zuhri mentioned:
من رام العلم جملة ذھب عنھ جملة، وإنما یطلب العلم على مر الأیام واللیالي

Whoever gains knowledge in a lump-sum, it will go 
away from him in a lump-sum. Rather knowledge is 
sought over days and nights.
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Barakallahu feek!
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