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Allah could not have created this universe
without a purpose. He is All-Wise, All
Knowledgeable, All-Merciful and All-Just. All of
these attributes entail providing ways of
guidance that would lead to the proper
knowledge of Him, and thus the right way to

worship Him:
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Do people think they will be left without
purpose?
Al Qiyamah 75:36
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One of Allah's ways of guidance is the office of
Messengership which involves the Message and the
Messenger. The essence of the Message is to direct

man to relate to His Creator through complete

submission and obedience (this is the meaning of

Islam).
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Man does not possess the air he breathes. He does
not create. He is not the creator of himself. He
needs to know what benefits him and what harms
him. The Message from Allah comprehends
everything. It brings man to live for a noble
purpose. That is why Allah called the Message of

Islam, an Inspiration and a Light:
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And so We have sent to you 'O Prophet™ a revelation by
Our command. You did not know of "this’ Book and faith
"before’. But We have made it a light, by which We
guide whoever We will of Our servants. And you are
truly leading "all’ to the Straight Path
Ash Shuraa 42:52
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The Inspiration brings Life, and the Light brings
Light. Allah gave a beautiful parable on the

Message and its effects, saying:
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He sends down rain from the sky, causing the valleys to flow, each
according to its capacity. The currents then carry along rising foam,
similar to the slag produced from metal that people melt in the fire for
ornaments or tools. This is how Allah compares truth to falsehood. The
‘worthless " residue is then cast away, but what benefits people remains
on the earth. This is how Allah sets forth parables.

ArRad 13:17
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The Knowledge about the Message (about Allah, the
universe, the purpose of our existence, what is good
and what is bad) is like the water sent down from the
sky. In the water there is life for our bodies and in the
Message there is life for our hearts. The parable of the
light was given in the heating fire which removes
impurities (foam) from metals like iron, gold, and
silver, and what remains is a pure and beneficial

substance.
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The valleys are our hearts. This is where knowledge
flows to. Some valleys can hold more water flow than
others; each has its own capacity. Some valleys have
surfaces that will not hold any water. The same for
hearts. Some holding more knowledge than others,
while some comprehend and understand little. The
foam produced during water flow passes away as
scum upon the banks and what benefits mankind

remains on the earth.

11
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Similarly, lust, uncontrolled desires, doubts about
Allah and His true religion are just like foam; they
shall pass away while belief in Him and in His
Message will remain. This life links man to his
Creator and to all that is created by Allah, and
provides him with codes of conduct that distinguish
him from the animal world. Those who think that
man's presence on earth has no purpose are most

certainly wrong:

12
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And they argue, “There is nothing beyond our
worldly life. We die; others are born. And
nothing destroys us but "the passage of "time.”
Yet they have no knowledge ‘in support’ of

this ‘claim’. They only speculate.

Al Jathiyah 45:24
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Those who are aimless about their purpose of
existence search for all possible means of
"enjoyment" and compete for it. Their life as

explained by Allah:
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They have hearts they do not understand with, eyes they
do not see with, and ears they do not hear with. They are
like cattle. In fact, they are even less guided! Such
‘people " are ‘entirely " heedless.

Al A’raf 7:179

15



ISLAMIC STUDIES - SEERAH

> F
[ ]

~gz "

Q.C

sl FAJR QURAN CENTRE

In the world of animals there is a struggle for survival!

But in the human world there is a purpose:
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O humanity! Indeed, We created you from a male and a
female, and made you into peoples and tribes so that you
may ‘get to know one another. Surely the most noble of

you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous among

you. Allah is truly All-Knowing, All-Aware.
Al HUjurat 49:13
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The aim to achieve At-Taqwa is constructive and
beneficial and it stands against mischief like "might is

right," "my Color is better," "worshipping of idols, lust,
money, or other created entities," and so forth: This is
part of man's purpose on earth. Man's whole life is

related to His Creator:
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Say, “Surely my prayer, my worship, my life, and my
death are all for Allah—Lord of all worlds.
AlAn'am 6:162
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All deeds and utterances, open or hidden, and which
Allah loves and accepts, constitute the meaning of
worship. All forms of worship are explained in the

Qur'an and by the Prophet (: sallallaahu 'alaihi
was-sallam4). Worship is not left for our limited minds
to decide upon their ways. Worship is one's life
according to Islam. Thus it can only be devoted to our

Creator, Allah.

RE
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